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Disposal
of ashes.

Disposal of
rubbish

Ashes, when they are kept separate from other wastes,
can be disposed of easily by the mere labor of dumping them
upon low or marshy land. If kept free from paper, straw,
or decomposing matter, they make very satisfactory and
sanitary material for filling up such places. Not only have
many acres of land been reclaimed by cities in this way,
but when the land is owned by the municipality a portion
at least of the cost of collecting the ashes may be recovered
through the increased value of the tracts reclaimed. The
ashes of New York City have been used, for example, in
enlarging Bakers Island in the East River. About a hun-
dred acres of land have been reclaimed during the last ten
years, the value of the tract being thus increased by at
least a million dollars, it is estimated.

The satisfactory disposal of rubbish is not so simple.
Most of it is readily combustible; and practically all of it,
including even tin cans and bottles, can be reduced to slag
and ashes in refuse incinerators if a sufficiently high tem-
perature is secured by forced draft. But incineration, while
affording the most sanitary method of disposal, is a rather
uneconomic process, since it yields not even a partial re-
coupment for the outlay involved. A few American cities
have "undertaken to use the heat from refuse incinerators
for the generation of electric light or power, as is fre-
quently done in British towns. In Savannah a pumping
station is operated by power obtained from the city's
rubbish and refuse destructor.1 In Buffalo the pumps of
one sewage station are driven by steam generated at the
refuse plant.2 New York tried a utilization experiment in
the Delancey Street incinerator, which for a time was used

which is the plan still favored by the majority of smaller cities. Recent
figures relating to methods of refuse disposal, operating costs, etc., in about
a hundred American cities may be found in the Municipal Journal, xxxv.
625-633 (November 6, 1913).

1 The apparently profitable results are described in a short article by
E. H, Foster m The American City, xi. 194-197 (September, 1914).

2 See Engineering Record, Iviii. 520-521 (November 7, 1908).